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James Gilchrist Swan (1818 â€“1900) was an American Indian agent in what is now Washington

state, U.S.A., who is known for his work collecting artifacts and for writing the first ethnography of

the Makah tribal group, among whom he lived. From inside the book:"The following memoir on the

Makah Indians was prepared at the request of the Smithsonian Institution by Mr. James G. Swan,

who, for several years, resided among them in the capacity of teacher and dispenser of medicines

under the Government of the United States. Mr. Swan had previously become well acquainted with

the Indian tribes of the Pacific, and had published a small work detailing his adventures among

them. In 1855 he accompanied the late Maj. Gen. Stevens, then Governor of Washington Territory,

while making treaties with the Makahs and other tribes, and was subsequently appointed to the

position above mentioned."This book published in 1870 has been reformatted for the Kindle and

may contain an occasional defect from the original publication or from the reformatting.
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Anyone interested in Pacific Northwest history will enjoy this narrative by an eye-witness.
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